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Rome. In case of failure they could cross the Apennine range and retire to the Valley of the Po.
When everything was ready, Mussolini published his proclamation of revolution, which was signed by the quadriumvirate. The historic document said :
" The time for determined battle has come ! Four years ago the National Army loosed at this season the final offensive which brought it to Victory. To-day the army of the Black Shirts again takes possession of that Victory which has been mutilated, and going directly to Rome brings Victory again to the glory of that Capital. From now on principi and triari are mobilised. The martial law of Fascism now becomes a fact. By order of the Duce all the military, political and administrative functions of the Party management are taken over by a secret Quadriumvirate of Action with dictatorial powers.
" The Army, the reserve and safeguard of the Nation, must not take part in this struggle. Fascism renews its highest homage given to the Army of Vittoria Veneto. Fascism,